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SUBJECT: NIMEIRI COMMENTS PUBLICLY ON ERITREA 

1. DURING PRESS CONFERENCE FOR VISITING JOURNALISTS MAY 27, 
NIMEIRI WAS ASKED AAETHER HE HAD RECEIVED ELF RESPONSE TO 
HIS INITIATIVE. PRESIDENT REPLIED (AS QUOTED IN MAY 28 
AL-SAHAFA): "THE SETTLEMENT WHICH I PROPOSED TO THE 
ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE ERITREAN BROTHERS WAS BASED 
ON STOPPING THE FIGHTING AND SITTING TOGETHER WITHOUT PRE- 
CONDITIONS AFTER A GENERAL AMNESTY HAD BEEN DECLARED.... 

WE FOUND A RESPONSE (WHICH FBIS VERSION TRANSLATES AS "ACCEPT- 
ANCE") FROM THE ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT AND THE FIGHTING 
ERITREAN ORGANIZATIONS. THE ORGANIZATIONS 
ASKED FOR AN OPPORTUNITY TO PREPARE THEMSELVES AND AGREED 
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NOW NO ANSWER HAS BEEN RECEIVED FROM THEM. ALSO THE 
ETHIOPIAN GOVERNMENT HAS NOT ASKED WHAT HAS HAPPENED 
OR IS GOING ON. THE REASON IS (SIC) THAT WE DON'T KNOW 
THE LOCATION OF THE BROTHERS IN ERITREA, WHETHER THEY ARE 
INSIDE ERITREA OR ELSEWHERE." 

2. PRESIDENT WAS ALSO ASKED WHETHER ELF SUCCESS MIGHT 
FEED SEPARATIST TENDENCIES IN SUDAN. HE REPLIED: "THE 
SUDAN DOES NOT FEAR ANY SUCH REACTION BECAUSE 
WHAT WE DID IN 1972 (THE ADDIS ACCORD) WAS WITH THE 
CONCURRENCE OF THE SUDANESE AND AT THEIR BEHEST. THE 
INDEPENDENCE OF ERITREA OR ITS NON-INDEPENDENCE HAS NO 
INFLUENCE 

ON US. THE SUDAN MIGHT HAVE AN INFLUENCE ON 
OTHER COUNTRIES, BECAUSE IT IS ONDGAF THE FIRST WHICH OBTAINED 
INDEPENDENCE AND ONE OF THE FIRST TO MOVE AGAINST 
COLONIALISM IN AFRICA." 

3. COMMENT: REFERENCE TO ERITREAN "INDEPENDENCE" HAS 
ALARMED NEW ETHIOPIAN CHARGE WHO PRESUMABLY REPORTING 



TO ADDIS. HOWEVER, NIMEIRI'S REFERENCE SEEMS TO HAVE XAEN 
HYPOTHETICAL AND IN NO SENSE AN ENDORSEMENT OF ERITREAN 
INDEPENDENCE ASPIRATIONS. IN FACT HIS SUBSEQUENT REMARKS 
IMPLY THAT NIMEIRI FAVORS REGIONAL AUTONOMY FOR ERITREA 
ALONG LINES SOUTHERN SUDAN. 

4. SUBSEQUENT DRAFTING FOREGOING, I HAVE JUST SEEN 
ADDIS 6273. AS INDICATED ABOVE, NIMEIRI MADE NO STATEMENT 
AS REUTERS CLAIMS BUT WAS REPLYING OFF-CUFF TO ROUTINE 
PRESS QUESTION. WHILE HIS LANGUAGE THEREFORE WAS NOT PRECISE, 
BELIEVE HE MEANT THAT BOTH SIDES HAVE BEEN RESPONSIVE 
TO HIS PROPOSALS, NOT REPEAT NOT THAT THEY HAVE 
SPECIFICALLY ACCEPTED THEM. THIS CONFIRMED BY LATER 
SENTENCE IN FBIS VERSION (JUST RECEIVED) WHICH QUOTES 
NIMEIRI AS STATING THAT ERITREAN FRONT LEADERS "INTEND 
ENTER ERITREA TO HOLD CONFERENCE AND TAKE A DECISION 
REGARDING THE SUDANESE INITIATIVE." 
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